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sprlng,
baby things are born in the forest.

Raven Boy's favourite time of the

is the when all the little

.=
@rlht. isn't funnyi said Elf Girl.

n#n Boy didnt say anything. He was too hungry and too cross

to even bother replying.

They were lying on a hot beach, staring out to sea'

Some people do that sort of thing for a good time, but Elf Girl

and Raven Boy were having the exact opposite of a good time.

Anotimpul prel
e primlvara, car

pldure. E

_ 6t\T-,
I \u e deloc amuzant, a sl.\,

B[iatul-Corb n-a scos o vorbi. C

prea nervos ca si se mai deranjeze :

Stiteau intingi pe o plajI incinsa

Unii fac asta ca sd se distreze, da

ardea.
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x

Rat was curled up on Raven Boy's head, asleep,

too hot and bothered to keep his eyes open.

'I said, this isnt funny,' Elf Girl said again. She

didnt like being ignored.

'I heard you the first time,' muttered Raven Boy.

'Well?'asked Elf Girl.
'Well what?'

'Well, what do you have to saY?'

About what?'

About what I saidl

. 'You didnt say anlthingl

\ 'Yes, I did!' snapped

Elf Girl. Her ears were

I getting pink but Raven

Boy was too fed up to
worry about Elf Girl's ears. Hed

learned by now that the pinker theY

got, the crosser she was, but right now

pink ears were the last thing on his mind.

$obolan dormea cuib[rit pe cap

cald ca si mai poati line ochii descl

- Am spus ci nu e deloc amuza

Nu ii pl[cea si fie ignoratd.

- Te-am atzit de prima dat[, a r

- P[i 9i?

- P[i gi ce?

- Pai gi ce ai de spus?

- Despre ce?

- Despre ce am zis.

- Nu ai zis nimic.

- Ba am zis! s-a r[foit Fata-Spiri

Urechile incepeau sa i se faca rc

sup[rat ca si-Ei mai batd capul cu e

urechile ei deveneau mai roz, cu ata

asta era chiar uitima lui griji.

- Nimic de luat in seami, a zis e

- Nimic de luat in seamd? a intre

- Da, nu ai spus nimic de luat ir
foarte nereugit[. De fapt, nici macar r

cuvinte aruncate acolo.

'Nothing sensiblel he said. rr: :

'Nothing sensible?' Elf Girl said, sounding confused'

'Yes, you didnt say anlthing sensible. And an1.way, this is a

really bad conversation. In fact, it's barely a conversation at all. It's

iust a bunch of wordsl
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vas so cross that she

r ears were glowing.

stood up, and put her hands on

,y didnt say anything.

gnoring me?'demanded Elf Girl

ened an eye, and just in case, decided to slink offthe top

Boy's head. He skittered over to some long sea grass and

r nose out.

Boy folded his arms and stared at the sea even harder

te.
'I wont let you ignore mej squealed Elf Girl.

She stamped her foot and her ears almost blew off the side of

her head. She looked fit to burst.

'I said, you're not going to ignore mel'

Raven Boy still said nothing. Rat shut his eyes tight.

EIf Girl threw herself at Raven Boy and began to punch and kick

m all at once.

'Ow!'wailed Ra

ey, that hurts!

No, dont do . . .

Fata-Spiriduq era atlt de minioas5, i
9i-a pus mdinile in gold. ii scAnteiau u

B[iatul-Corb nu a spus nimic.

- Me ignori? a zis Fata-Spiriduq.

$obolan a deschis un ochi Ei, pe

s-a hotlrdt s[ 1

- Beiatului-Corb.\r un smoc rnalt d

doar botul la ved

Bliatul-Corb gi-r

uitat gi mai hotlrAt la ma

-Nuositelas
Fata-Spiridug.

ren Boy. 'Stop it, you're tickling

Ow!'

Ow!
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He wriggled liee and got to his feet.

'What has got into you?'he demanded"

'What do you think, Bird Brain?'
'I'll pretend I didnt hear thatl said Raven Bo,v.

'Pretend all you wantl said Elf Girl. 'You are a Bird Brainl

have rte been doing? Walking along this beach for days!

nothing to eatl'
'We had that sea cabbage sandwichl
'Trvo days ago!' screeched Elf Girl. And

it wouldn t have fed a dormousel Let alone

trt o stanzir-rg people and a greedy rat!'

Rat stuck his head up and squeaked as if
hecl been insr-rlted.

'That's not fair!' said Raven Boy. 'He's got iust

as much right to eat as we have.

'You knowi saici Elf Girl, with an evil glint in

her eye, 'there are places where they dont keep

rats as pets. There are places where they eat them!'

Rat squeaked even louder.

'Right! That does itl' roared Raven Boy, and he jr,rmped on Elf

Girl and they rolled around on the sand, pinching and biting and

gerrerallv behaving very, very badly.

'Stupid Bird Beak!'cried Elf Girl.
'Pointy-eared freak!' snarled Raven Boy.

They fought for a long time, and only stoppecl lighting rvhen

thev got tired.

They both lay on their backs, staring into the sk1,, lit,.rrtrrt ,o

the sound of the \ raves on the shore.

'I'm sorryi said Eif Girl, finaliy.

Raven Boy turned onto his side and looked at her.

t4

A reusit si scape din ghearele ei gi s

- Ce te-a apucat?

- T[r ce crezi, Creier-de-Pasire?

- O s[ ma prefac ca nu te-am auzit

- Preli-te cAt vrei. Tot Creier-de

cdter.a zile incoace? Ne plimbim pe pia

de mincare!

- Am mAncat sendrriEul [la cu yarz.:

- Acum doui zilel a urlat Fata-Spr

nici un qoricel din el! Ce si mai zic de i'
sobolan lacom?

$oboian a scos capul dintre firele de

ar h fost insultat.

- Nu-i corect! a ripostat Biiatr-i,-

rninance. la lel ca noi.

- $tii ceva? a spus Fata-Spiridug,

riutate. Existi locuri unde qobolanii

de companie. Existl locuri unde gobolz

$obolan a chil[it gi mai tare.

- Gata! Ai intrecut m[sura! a strig:

S-a nipustit asupra ei gi au incepu

nisip, ciupindu-se qi mugcAndu-se Ei, ir
tbarte, foarte urAt.

- Cioc-de-Pas[re nitir[u! a lipat F

- Bazaconie cu urechi ascufite! a n
S-au bdtut multl vreme, oprindu-se

Stiteau amAndoi intingi pe spate, uil

sunetul valurilor ce se loveau de ![rm.

- imi pare r[u, a zis Fata-spiridus i

Biiatul-Corb s-a intors pe o parte si

What

With
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'So am I,'he said. 'This is all so hardl
'Saving the world?'
'Yesj he said, nodding. 'We still have so much to do

and such a long way to go. We dont know what the
Singing Sword is, or the Tears of the Moon. We dont
know where they are either. All we do know is that

\r

we have to cross that sea to find the Goblin King,

and that we need the Sword and the Tears to defeat

himl
Andl added Elf Girl, 'we've got no food, and no money to buy

any. All we have is a stupid bow and three little magic wands that
can only be used once eachl

Theyd found six of these magic wands in the wizard's castle,

high in the Monster Mountains. Theyd already used the first three

to zap Bob and Bert and Cedric, the three hungry trolls whod
followed them all the way from Fright Forest. They might still

." be on their trail, even though Elf Girl had set their bottoms
A ahght with the wands. Trolls, as everyone knows, are mean

lon+t
u

Raven Boy didnt have the heart to disagree rvith her.
'You didnt mean that, did you?'he said instead. About Rat?'
'No,' said Elf Girl. Her cheeks went pink as she remembered

what she'd said. 'I'm sorry, I shouldnt have said itl
'You should say sorry to him,' said Raven Boy, gently.
'Yes, I suppose I should . . . Only, where is he?'

Raven Boy looked around. He stood up.
'Rat?'he called. 'Rat! Where are you?'Elf Girl stood up too and

they hunted around in the sea grass, calling out to Rat to stop

hiding, but he was nowhere to be seen.

- Si mie, a spus el. E tare greu.

- S[ salvezi lumea?'

- Da, a incuviinlat el din cap. Mai ar.er

atAt de lung[ de bitut! Nu gtim ce-i

Lacrimile Lunii. $i nici unde s5le g[sim.

traversim marea asta ca sa-l gasim pe Regr

de Sabie gi de Lacrimi ca s[-l infrAngem.

- in plus, a adiugat Fata-Spiriduq, n

bani si cumpirim. Avem doar un arc idi,

in miniaturl, de unici folosin![.
G[siseri gase astfel de baghete magic,

din Muniii Mongtrilor. Folosiser[ deja I

Bert Ei Cedric, cei trei troli hi.mesifi car

Padurea Spaimelor. Poate c[ inc[ erau p

Fata-Spiridug le pirlise fundul cu baghet,

lumea, trolii sunt rai, urAli gi plini de n

hotirAli sd ii gdteasc[ pe Fata-Spiridug gi Ba

- Bliatule-Corb, e imposibil. N-o sa r

Biiatul-Corb nu putea si o contrazica-

- N-ai vorbit serios, nu-i a9a? a schim

spus chestia aia despre $obolan.

- Nu, a zis Fata-Spiriduq qi i s-au inro
aminte ce spusese. Scuze, nu ar fi trebuit r

- Ar trebui si-i ceri lui scuze, a inde

delicatele.

- Da, aga cred... Dar unde e?

B[iatul-Corb s-a uitat in jur. S-a ridiea

- $obolan? a strigat el. $obolan! Lhd.
S-a ridicat gi Fata-Spiridug gi au incepr

iarba de mare, rugAndu-l pe Sobolan sa

Sobolan nu se vedea nic5.ieri.

t7
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